
Hello Everyone, 

 

Well, we have been in Guatemala for about 2 weeks and wanted to send out our first Newsletter. 

Since this is our first attempt, there really isn´t any particular format. We just want to let everyone know 

what we have done, what we have planned in the near future, send out some prayer requests, and 

ask for any prayer requests that you may have. 

It is a joy to share with you our adventure through the US and Mexico and into Guatemala. We truly 

believe it was lead by God and we thank you for your prayers that were obviously listened to by the 

Lord. We have listed below the events that took us from Michigan to Camotán, Guatemala. 

 

 Friday, June 12th, left St. Clair, Michigan 

 Spent  two days in Chicago with some of our relatives 

 Spoke at two churches with great spiritual results; 1 in Illinois and 1 in South Dakota 

 Stayed with friends in Illinois, South Dakota, and Nebraska, and then headed for Guatemala 

 Had vehicles issues in Kansas and replaced the radiator (had them change the oil as well) 

 Visited with family and friends in Texas and then headed into Mexico 

 Stopped in Tampico and found issues with the brake booster and oil lines (caused when oil 

was changed) 

 Left for Veracruz where we were able to relax and spend the night and next day as part of our 

honeymoon 

 Left for Chiapas and stayed the night and half day in Agua Azul as part of our honeymoon 

 Left for San Cristobal for the afternoon as part of our honeymoon and our last night in Mexico 

 Left for Guatemala in the morning 

 Were stopped for an hour by a rebel road block demanding money to pass through 

 June 30th, entered Guatemala and continued the longest drive of our journey (17 hours) and 

arrived at Mimi’s parents’ house in Zacapa 

 Had breakfast the next morning and drove the last hour to our home in Camotán 

 Once home, we began the process of unpacking and ‘moving in’; which is still in progress 

 We had our first meeting with Servant Ministries with many more to come 

 Spent the weekend with Mimi’s family in Sipacate on the Pacific Ocean as their welcoming 

gift / party 

 Visited a Church in a Chortí village to assist another missionary couple who translated the Bible 

and a hymnal into the native language. Also needed to get familiar with mountain roads 

 Assisted Servant Ministries with their Embrace program 

 Held Sunday school with the local teenagers 

 Visited another Church in the same Chortí village and this time actually drove up the 

mountain. We also made contact with Pastor Elias to initiate our work with in the village 

 Agreed to run the Youth Group for another ministry while they are unable to for the next year 

or so for personal reasons (Keep them in your prayers) 

 

That pretty much sums it up. The short-term mission team that we will be working with arrives on July 

17th. We will pick them up at the airport and take them to Servant Ministries and work with them until 

the 26th. We will also continue the Sunday school and working on our lesson plans for the villages. 

 

Our Prayer Requests: 

 For the financial support of the ministry; we need to gain more sponsors 

 For our continued health and energy; the weather is very taxing 

 For safe travels to the villages and Guatemala city with the mission team 

 For the speedy and trouble-free Importation of our truck 

 For Holy Spirit to guide us in all we do and to open the hearts of the local people as well as the 

mission teams 

 

Please visit the Contact page of our website (www.straightpathministries.org) to submit your prayer 

requests to us. 

 

 

God Bless 

Derek & Mimi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. 

We want to start publishing the newsletter in the beginning of each month, so we will be sending out 

another the beginning August. Please provide us with any feedback to help us build this newsletter 

and make it as useful and informative as possible. 

 

http://www.straightpathministries.org/

